4-2-1 Short Response: Research Plan Preparation
Assignment
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	· After selecting a historical topic to research further, the next step in the research process is to create a research plan that compiles primary and secondary sources.
· First, applying what you just learned about narrowing research questions, revise your research questions from your Topic Exploration Worksheet. Explain how you approached revising your research questions to assist your instructor in understanding your approach. This will help you draft an introduction to a hypothetical research paper with a strong thesis statement.
· Second, applying what you have learned about comparing primary sources and analyzing secondary sources, do a deeper dive into the primary sources you listed in Part 3 of your Topic Exploration Worksheet to help you start your research plan. Describe what these sources add to your understanding of your selected topic and how they relate to the secondary sources you listed. Additionally, describe the historical context of your historical event based on what you have read in your secondary sources. Consider these questions to assist you in developing your description: What was going on in the world/area/society around the event? What were some of the biggest political, social, intellectual, diplomatic, and/or economic trends of this era? How did those greater political, social, intellectual, diplomatic, and/or economic trends cause or affect your topic?
· The feedback you receive from this assignment should be implemented as you work towards your Research Plan and Introduction in Theme: Interpreting History.
· To complete this assignment, review the 4-2 Short Response Guideline and Rubricdocument.





4-2 Revising Research Questions
Overview: Providing Feedback, Suggestions, and Constructive Criticism
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	The ability to provide helpful, yet critical, feedback is useful to historians, but it is also useful to students of all fields. The process of “peer review” lends to a source’s credibility because different perspectives are offered on a subject, accuracy of information is checked, and insights are given about how research contributes to new understandings of a topic. During your college experience and career after graduation, you will often be called upon to provide feedback on your peers’ papers and other projects. This feedback will take the form of constructive criticism.
It can be difficult to provide constructive criticism. The assigned reading in this learning block will provide tips for providing useful feedback to others. Constructive criticism should be a positive experience. The goal is to create stronger projects, not to belittle or attack the writer or research topic. Offer all criticism in a professional manner and in the spirit of collegiality.
It can also be difficult to receive criticism from reviewers. Rather than take offense, you should carefully evaluate the criticism. Some suggestions will be easy fixes; others may seem like impossible requests. Not every critique is useful. A review may complain that the research did not meet the reviewer’s expectations in some way. There may be something to that critique, or perhaps not. You will decide whether or not the critique is valid. Incorporate those suggestions that make your research stronger; discard those that are irrelevant or make your research weaker. After all, your name will go on the final product, not the reviewer’s name.
In this learning block, you will not engage in detailed criticism of an argument or of a lengthy project. Your instructor will model how to provide advice and suggestions regarding the research questions that you are pursuing.


Resource: Research Questions Review
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	Review the following resources from learning block 2-3, which examined methods of revising research questions.
Refer back to this video that explains developing a research question.
Return to this interactive mind mapping resource to learn about focusing a research question that is of specific interest to you. Since you last visited this resource, would you enter anything differently?



2-3 Asking Research Questions

One of the most important early steps in a research project is the formulation of a question to answer. In the previous learning block, you thought about the ways in which historians choose topics. Once the historian chooses a topic, he or she has to decide what to say about it. One of the most effective ways to decide what to say is to ask a question about the topic that you would like to answer.
Creating a research question can be difficult, and you will probably revise your questions many times as you conduct research and write. Start big. What attracted you to the topic in the first place? What did you want to know about it? Now that you have thought about the topic a bit, what do you still want to know about it?
Once you have thought of these initial questions, you will need to refine your research questions. Not all research questions are useful. They may be too broad, too narrow, or unanswerable. A question that is too broad cannot be answered in a reasonable amount of time or space. For example, imagine that your topic is the American Civil War. If you try to write a paper on the Civil War, you will never finish. The topic is too big. To adequately cover the entire war, you would have to analyze the experiences of the more than 30 million Americans who lived through it. In order to trim the project to a manageable size, you must decide what part of the Civil War is important to you and ask questions that will guide your research. Perhaps you are interested in economics: How did the Civil War affect interstate commerce? The environment: How did the war and war-related industries affect the collection and distribution of natural resources? The military: What strategy did Union General Ulysses S. Grant pursue in the Overland Campaign in 1864? These questions are more practical for a term paper like the one you could complete in a history class.
A research question may also be too narrow. The question for a term paper must require more than a one-sentence or one-paragraph answer. “Where and when was the Magna Carta signed?” will not yield a very substantial answer, and the answer can be found in any encyclopedia. There is no research involved. A narrow question like this needs to be broadened. “What economic and political issues prompted the creation of the Magna Carta in 1215?” is a more substantial question that can be answered with historical sources. Another problem with narrow questions is the issue of significance. Your project should contribute something new to our collective understanding of history. A question that can be answered in one paragraph is probably offering nothing new.
Finally, the research question may be unanswerable. There may be no historical sources to help you answer the question, either because the sources were destroyed or because they never existed. The question may also be unanswerable by a historian, but a practitioner from another field could answer it. A historian could not answer a question about plate tectonics, because there are no human-made primary sources that support an argument about it. A geologist, on the other hand, could use rock formations and other natural phenomena to make an argument for or against plate tectonics. Similarly, a question like “why does the universe exist?” is not answerable by a historian, but is better answered by a theologian or a philosopher. Questions that are too vague may also be unanswerable. “How does the mass media influence history?” is too vague. It is hard to figure out where to start researching that question. What is meant by “mass media”? Does it mean television, radio, stone tablets, the internet? What does “influence history” mean? Does that mean mass media’s influence on the study of history or its influence on decision making at the time? As written, the question is not answerable.
In this learning block, you will read some documents that discuss research questions, and the revision thereof, in greater detail. You will also gain experience in formulating and evaluating research questions on your own.
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	Identify author and describe potential biases.
	Author: Sean L. Malloy. 
Biases:  Physiological effects of radiation, Atomic bomb victims

	Identify thesis and arguments.
	Thesis: For all of the outstanding technical successes of the Manhattan Project, the policy of wartime compartmentalization and postwar denial with respect to radiation effects ultimately served neither American leaders nor the many victims of the bomb in Japan. In addition to analyzing the evidence of pre-Hiroshima knowledge of radiation effects in the United States, this article explores the disconnect between scientific knowledge and political decision making with respect to the atomic bomb that would continue into the Cold War.

Arguments: What did American scientists and policy makers know about radiation effects prior to the use of the bomb? 
In making the decision, did American leaders understand that the atomic bombs used against Japanese cities and civilians would have lingering and deadly effects in some ways analogous to chemical or biological weapons?


	What primary sources did the source rely on? 
	1. Michihiko Hachiya, Hiroshima Diary: The Journal of a Japanese Physician, August
6–September 30, 1945 (Chapel Hill, NC, 1955), 21, 36–37, 90–91, 96–97, 125. Also see Yukuo
Sasamoto, “Investigations of the Effects of the Atomic Bomb,” in A Social History of Science
and Technology in Contemporary Japan, Volume I: The Occupation Period, 1945–1952, ed. Shigeru
Nakayama (Melbourne, Australia, 2001), 73–107.
2. New York Times, August 23, 1945, 1.
3. Los Angeles Times, August 23, 1945, 4.
4. “Memorandum of Telephone Conversation between General Groves and Lt. Col. Rea,
Oak Ridge Hospital, 9:00 a.m., 25 August 1945,” Correspondence (“Top Secret”) of the
Manhattan Engineer District, 1942–46, microfilm publication M1109, file 5G, National
Archives, Washington D.C. (hereafter Groves “Top Secret”).

	Is the source reliable and convincing? Why or why not? 
	Yes because it cites credible sources, and states facts on how high-level American leaders that made the decision to use the bomb, were never informed that the weapon would continue to sicken and kill its victims long after use. This article also goes into great detail on the different medical diseases people developed due to the radiation.

	How does the source relate to your project topic? How does it add to what you already know about the topic?
	It relates to my project because it talks about how the atomic bomb and the after effects of the radiation it had on people’s lives were devastating, not only for them but their families as well. 

It adds to the knowledge of what I know by furthering my understanding of the different medical diseases and disorders people developed due to radiation exposure. 


HIS 100 Theme 2: Secondary Source Analysis Worksheet

Prompt: Fill in each of the fields below using information from a secondary source of your choice. Be sure to include specific examples (page numbers, etc.).
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